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The last summer a new sundial was installed in Russia. You can find it in the Artists Centre of Pereslav-
Zalessky town, about 200kms north-east from Moscow. Aleksandr Boldyrev designed the sundial and he 
dedicated to the memory of Dmitri Kardovsky (1866-1943).  

In Mr Kardovsky birthday, August 
24th, the shadow follows exactly the 
special red line dedicated to him. On 
the sundial it had also been included 
the lines for the equinoxes and 
solstices where the shadow will 
follow at that specific time. The 
sundial has been installed in the 
Kardovsky House of Arts, an active 
centre where 50 art students can be 
in residence and take courses mainly 
on painting and sculpture. 
 
The story about the House of Arts is 
quite peculiar. Dmitri Kardovsky 
inherited the real estate with a few 
buildings and very large gardens.  He 
spent most of his time painting in his 
studio, and dedicated personal 
attention to the students that wanted 
to learn near him. He left his legacy to 
the Russian Artists Union, and it’s 
them who run the place since then. 
  
In the Soviet Union times, a large 
group of painters were invited to stay 
in the House of Arts to work and get 
inspired by the landscape of the 
region 
Most of them reproduced in their 

work the many monasteries that can be found over there. The soviet authorities were not happy with 
them and sent them all off, after verifying that in all the paintings were at least one dome from a 
monastery. 
 
Nowadays the Centre is also used by artists that do part of their work in the facilities, or by teachers that 
can take their students to do open air painting or sculpture. The Centre’s director, Mr Vladimir 
Mikhailov, is an active man, always ready to accept new groups and initiatives. 
 
The mosaic sundial installed in 2015 is 1,5 x1,0 meter. The gnomon was made in stainless steal 
 



Aleks wanted to include a motto in Catalan language; I’m not sure what the reaction of the director was 
at the time of getting to know about 
that. But when I went in September, it 
seems everybody had accepted with 
good humour. It was news to them 
that there were people in the 
Mediterranean Sea that used a 
language called Catalan. The chosen 
motto is a well known one, usually 
written in Latin:  horas non numero 
nisi serenas. This in Catalan reads: 
Compto només les hores amb cel sere 
 
If you want to visit the Centre, I’m 
sure they’ll be glad to meet you. 
The Town is part of the “Golden Ring 
tour” a great destination if you want 
to enjoy Russian Heritage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roser Raluy, 
Ceramist, coordinator of the Education  

Center of the Museum of Citadel in Roses  
and a big fan of sundials 
 roserraluy@gmail.com   

 
 
 

mailto:roserraluy@gmail.com

